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Education
University of Toronto (will graduate in June, 2003)

Honours Bachelor of Science degree, specialist in Palaeontology

Research Interests

My main research interest includes all aspects of vertebrate palaeontology, including early synapsids, dinosaurs, plesiosaurs, therapsids, and Cenozoic mammal evolution.

Current Research
For my 4th year research course, I am working under Dr. Robert Reisz in the palaeontology lab at UTM.  I am drawing, describing, and naming nine varanopseid (Order:  Eupelycosauria) specimens from Permian sediments from Oklahoma.  While not related to this specific project, I am also gaining some experience in fossil preparation.

Field Experience
GLG340:  I gained experience in identifying and naming rocks and minerals in the field, producing a stratigraphic section of an outcrop, geologic mapping of a square kilometre, and basic field measurements.

GLG448:  I gained experience in gas analysis of a bog using piezometres, calculating the inflow and outflow of a lake, calculating the iron composition of a lake, using open top and closed top piezometres to determine seepage into and out of a lake, and using piezometres to map an aquifer over approximately one kilometre. 

Presqu’ile Provincial Park:  I gained experience learning the dynamics of a deer drive (to record population numbers in the park), and learned about park ecology and ecosystem management.

Work Experience:

2002

Summer employment at the Empire Financial Group.  Worked in the

employee benefits division, in the group policyholder services accounting  department.

Was responsible for receiving and sorting cheques from clients, entering cheque data a database system, and balancing client accounts.  Was also responsible for contacting clients about past-due premium payments, and other accounting-related issues.  Sat in on and contributed to weekly accounting meetings.  Also assisted other members of the accounting department in various odd jobs (for example, with loan applications, and policy termination letters).

1995-2001
Assistant secretary at Town and Country Auto Supply (part-time summer

employment)

Worked in office, and performed the following tasks:  updated and maintained files, collated invoices, and organised various types of information

Certificates and Awards

· Received the Bell Canada University Scholarship for academic achievement, which contributed $2500 to each year of undergraduate university education.

Received several awards for pubic speaking


Received the following academic awards during high school: Grade 10 History award, Third highest average in grade 10, Grade 11 Marketing award, Grade 12 Internet award, OAC Philosophy award, and OAC History award


Received the Jim Harvey Memorial Trophy for high academic achievement and contribution to La Salle Secondary School and the community

