Andrea Doolan


JET Statement
I am very enthusiastic about Japan, and have hoped for years to be able to participate in the JET Programme.  I love to teach, and have a wide range of teaching experience to draw on that will be especially useful in an ALT position.  I think the JET Programme would be an amazing experience, and I am looking forward to a great cultural exchange.
I have several strong reasons why I want to participate in the JET Programme.  Firstly, I am very interested in Japanese culture.  Japan has been an interest of mine for over eight years.  I started off enjoying anime and manga, and my interest grew from there.  I have bought many self-study books in the Japanese language, and have studied such things as culture and religion for various school courses.  Currently am I enrolled in the second year Japanese language course and the third year Japanese History course at the University of Toronto.  During two years in high school I had the opportunity to meet with a Japanese exchange student who was studying at my school.  I enjoyed this immensely, as she taught me many interesting things about Japan.
Secondly, I want to become a high school teacher in biology and history.  The JET Programme will give me the opportunity to work with young people, and help develop my teaching skills.  I will be able to work with and learn from an experienced Japanese teacher, and integrate his or her style of teaching into my own.

Thirdly, I know Japan is in need of native English speakers to help the population learn English.  I hope to help children understand English so they will be better prepared in the future if they want to conduct business with English-speaking countries or if they just want to travel abroad.

I have experience working with young people in a variety of areas including a classroom setting, a tutorial setting, and a sports setting.  From my experience in a grade 7 and 8 science classroom, I have learned how to work well as an assistant to the head teacher.  I have gained valuable experience in helping to set up labs, answer student questions, participate in demonstrations, and mark tests and assignments.  I have also learned the value of co-operative learning, which involves children learning from each other to broaden their class participation.  In a language environment this would be an important skill, because it would help children gain conversation experience, and would help with their grammar, vocabulary, and listening skills.

From my experience as a tutor, I was able to work one-on-one with a small group of grade 8 math students.  I gained a lot of experience thinking of innovative ways to help them learn concepts of the subject, and in doing so I had to work through numerous methods in trying to explain problems.

From my experience as a figure skating coach I learned how to develop and execute lesson plans, as well as discovered the best ways to demonstrate the material to the group.  Not only is technical accuracy required, but vocal instructions during the demonstration are just as important.

I hope I have the necessary skills to make me a good Assistant Language Teacher.  I have years of experience working with young people in a number of different settings, and I am highly motivated to help Japanese children learn English.  I hope to be able to use my experience in the JET Programme to help me become a better teacher in my future profession.
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