
I have several experiences working with children that I believe will make me a good teacher in the future.  These include a science classroom experience, a math tutoring experience, and a sports coach experience.

One of these experiences involves being a classroom assistant in two grade 7 and two grade 8 science classes from September 2003 at University of Toronto Schools.  I will continue to volunteer at this school until the end of the school year.  I volunteer approximately six hours a week helping the teacher prepare labs, answer student questions, present demonstrations, mark tests and assignments, and generally help in controlling the order of the classroom.


A second experience involved tutoring a group of grade 8 students in math.  This occurred once a week for two hours in duration from September 1998 to December 1998 at Lundy’s Lane Public School.  I tutored the students in the library during their regular math lesson, and helped them with any problems they had the preceding week.


A third experience involved coaching figure skating at Fort Henry Heights Figure Skating Club for a period of four years from September 1992 to June 1996.  For one hour per day two days per week I taught groups of children (up to 20 per group) aged four through 16 years old.  I taught varying degrees of difficulty throughout my four years.  I was responsible for developing lesson plans from a set curriculum, and demonstrating the skills necessary for the children to learn how to skate.  I was also responsible for assessing their progress, and determining when they got tested to proceed to the next level of difficulty.
From my first experience in science classrooms I had a wonderful opportunity to learn directly from an experienced teacher.  In dealing with student questions, I learned that when they have the necessary tools available, it is better for them to find a way to come to a solution on their own to help them develop independent thought.  From an organisation standpoint I learned important organisational tools including things like colour-coded class sections for fast visual access, and how to keep mark books organised for quick and easy reference.  
I also learned important techniques to keep the students interested in the lesson, including co-operative learning techniques and class participation.  Co-operative learning involves pairs or small groups of students sharing their knowledge, and learning together.   As an example of this technique, I witnessed what could have been a dull review session with only partial student participation instead be a lively engaging class with 100% excited participation.  Undoubtedly, the students took away much from this lesson, as evidenced by their great test scores.  Along the same lines, I learned that class participation is very important.  This can involve simply asking questions, or getting part or all of the class involved in demonstrations.  This creates a fun learning environment with most of the class remembering the lesson, and the principles behind it.  I hope to utilise this method in my own teaching technique not only for biology, but also for history where one can recreate the major events of the past. 
From my second experience I worked closely one-on-one with students having trouble grasping the subject matter.  I had to think of innovative ways to help them overcome their problems, and learn the concepts of the course, and in doing so I had to work through numerous methods in trying to explain a concept.  I learned to work with the tools available, including the textbook, using different analogies that would help explain the subject, and also using the other students in the group who had already understood the concept.  Sometimes the students themselves have a better perspective of the problem, because they have already worked through it themselves.  I hope to use these concepts in my classroom.
From my third experience, I had to work with varying skill levels, because some in the group had just started that level of skating while others were almost ready to pass on to the next level.  Because of this, I had to work hard at keeping the interest of the whole group.  I did this through teaching a difficult move to the advanced skaters, so they would be occupied, and then working on the basics with the less advanced people in the group.  I also learned to work with a set curriculum, and had to devise a schedule for teaching.  This has a definite application to a classroom setting, because I will also have to work with the Ontario curriculum, and develop the best method for teaching it to the children.
I also learned the best way to demonstrate the material.  Not only does one have to be technically accurate, but also vocally explain what is happening so the students will be able to repeat the exercise themselves.  This is especially applicable in a biology and science setting with chemical lab demonstrations and dissections.

I think I have many of the necessary skills for a future teacher in the province of Ontario.  I have many experiences that span a wide range of activities, and I have learned many skills during each of my experiences that I think I will be able to successfully apply in the classroom.  I am committed to be an inclusive teacher who strongly supports equity and diversity in the classroom, whether it be orientation, ethnicity, religion, or differently able persons.  I am a highly motivated person who likes the challenge of teaching, and I look forward to the opportunity to help prepare generations of Ontarians for their lives ahead.  Thank you for your consideration.
I’m highly motivated to become a teacher for many different reasons.  I’ve had numerous great experiences in teaching-related areas, and found that I honestly enjoyed teaching, and helping children learn.  I found it to be an engaging experience that is exciting while challenging at the same time.  It is a great moment when a student finally comes to understand a difficult concept.  Knowing you had a hand in that understanding is very special and encouraging.  I find teaching is a very positive experience, and I want to help children become the best they can be, and develop the skills they will need in their lives.  I also want to become a teacher to help students uncover a love or special aptitude for subject, and then help guide them down that path.  In short, I want to become a teacher, because I love the experience of teaching and working with children.
